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RightAngle Creates App that Controls 
Height-Adjustable Desk Using Siri
THE APP IS AVAILABLE WITH ALL RIGHTANGLE’S NEW HEIGHTS DESKS. 

by Rob Kirkbride
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“Hey Siri, stand up.”
If height-adjustable desks could be that simple.
Many apps exist to control height-adjustable tables, but some are clunky 

and difficult to use — harder than simply moving the desk to the desired 
height. Others are good, but aren’t used by office workers because they sim-
ply forget to turn them on.

That’s why RightAngle Ergonomic Products’ new voice control app is 
innovative: It uses Siri, Apple’s voice-controlled personal assistant, to run 
the desk. It is a ubiquitous technology that everyone knows how to use.

RightAngle has been working on the app for about two years, experiment-
ing with how it might work with voice assistants and Alexa-enabled de-
vices. A change with Apple’s Siri operating system worked to the company’s 
advantage, said President Bill Knighton.

“So we wanted to use your phone, because most people, if they don’t have 
their phone, they pretty much go into a panic, so we know they carry their 
phone with them all the time,” he said. “We wanted to look at how that 
might work with Siri. They (Apple) made a change, they made an improve-
ment in their last version where we could record phrases within Siri, and 
they stay in their own little world within Siri (that could control the height 
of a desk).

“We wanted something that would be hands-free so you could use it in a 
lot of different applications and just work with voice for sitting, standing, 
and you could actually record any phrase you want. Say, ‘Siri, let’s relax,’ 
and it’ll go down. It’ll do anything you basically tell it to once you record 
that phrase.”

That is just the voice control portion of the app — it does a lot more.
Another problem people have with height-adjustable desks is resetting 

them, like when there’s a thunderstorm and power is lost or someone un-
plugs the table.

“Companies like ours, we’d always get phone calls, ‘My table’s not work-
ing, it only goes down,’ ” said Knighton. “We just tell them it’s in reset 
mode, but most people never want to completely reset their desks because 
they’re afraid it will never come up. So now with the app, we have that built 
in so you just go to the reset page.”

The app shows a red button. The user simply holds the red button, and 
when the button turns green, the user’s table is reset. It’s really simple for 
people to use and understand and with the app, they know they have com-
pletely reset their table.
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The app also controls “container stops” for the height-adjustable desk — 
settings to make sure the desk does not run into potential obstacles in the 
office such as a filing cabinet or garbage can under the desk. With the app, 
users can set these container stops.

“Hit save, and it saves that in the container stop,” said Knighton. “You can 
do the same thing in the up position, too. Say for instance you have a cabi-
net above your desk, and your monitors crash into it every time you raise 
your desk up if you’re not paying attention. You can set an upper container 
stop up, too, the same way. It just simplifies how you can change your table 
parameters.

“We can even change our sensitivity on our gyro sensor for safety. So if 
sometimes it’s getting tripped too often because you have vibrations in 
your floor or something’s happening, you can set sensitivity levels for that, 
too, right from your phone, rather than calling up customer service and 
doing a series of button pushes on a control panel on your desk, which is 
usually really difficult for an end user to deal with.”

Knighton said the app is adding a lot of features to the company’s desks. 
Many have always been there, but they’re hard to access through a control 
panel, like a four-button switch on your height-adjustable desk. Now the 
user can do it right from a phone. It’s visual, it’s easy to understand.

The app also has an activity feature on it. The user programs times to sit 
or stand using a slide bar on the app that sends a reminder to their phones 
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or Apple Watch, letting the user know when to sit and stand. Fun phrases 
offer encouragement for people to use it.

Knighton said he wasn’t sure how often he would use it, but found that 
it makes sitting and standing easy and convenient: “I’m like, ‘Well, you 
should be able to just push a button, how big is that? How big a deal is that?’

“The voice control is nice. I can walk into my office, and I’m talking to my 
desk before I even sit down, and my desk is already coming up or sitting 
down, depending what I’m asking it to do.”

The app communicates to the controller box on the RightAngle height-
adjustable desks using Bluetooth. It only happens when you’re in proximity 
to your desk, so you can’t be at home and tell your desk to stand up. Users 
can also set their phones to auto connect, so when they walk into the office, 
it automatically connects to the desk. You don’t have to do anything — it 
automatically works with Siri (though you don’t have to use Siri to use the 
app itself ).

RightAngle worked with its controller manufacturer to come up with the 
app.

“We came up with the idea when we were actually sitting around at 
NeoCon two years ago,” said Knighton. “We were trying to think what 
would be the next thing with height-adjustable desks. And we were saying 
voice control would be great, it would be really nice if you could just say, 
‘Hey, stand up.’ We actually thought it would be easier than it turned out to 
be. We worked with our controller manufacturer, who we contracted out 
with an app developer in Europe, and we’ve been working with them to get 
this app completed. We are also working on finishing up the Android app 
right now, too.”

The app is available with all RightAngle’s New Heights desks. Currently, it 
is going to be limited to three column (or less) desks, but its multi-column 
customizable desks will be coming on board within a couple months (for 
desks with multiple controllers). Users can also add it to one of its older 
desks by purchasing a new control box with the Bluetooth module.

There is a small, $40 list price upcharge currently, but RightAngle plans 
on including it in future releases.

The voice control app doesn’t track usage yet, but RightAngle plans on 
adding more features down the road. “Right now our big push was just 
to make sure it worked correctly with the voice control,” said Knighton. 
“We’ll be making improvements to the app. Just like with all the apps you 
have, people are always adding more features to it. That’s going to happen 
down the road. Right now we just wanted to make sure we had the voice 
control working well. And it is.” BoF
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